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I see a red door and I want it painted black 

No colors anymore, I want them to turn black 

I see the girls walk by dressed in their summer clothes 

I have to turn my head until my darkness goes 

*The dark colors in this stanza represent Cole’s anger towards his parents, Alex and everyone else in his life. The 

absence of color represents Cole’s decision to view everything as bleak and as though he has no options/choices in 

life. Cole is definitely a young boy who is filled with darkness. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I see a line of cars and they're all painted black 

With flowers and my love, both never to come back 

I see people turn their heads and quickly look away 

Like a newborn baby it just happens ev'ryday 

* I think that when the song speaks of losing flowers and love, that Cole feels he has lost the love of his parents and 

his innocence because of what his father has done to him, as well as his physical attack on Alex. The reference to 

people turning their heads reminds me of Alex’s inability to meet people’s eyes. He knows he’s not being honest.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I look inside myself and see my heart is black 

I see my red door and I must have it painted black 

Maybe then I'll fade away and not have to face the facts 

It's not easy facing up when your whole world is black 

* I think later on in the novel, Cole realizes that his heart is black and that he has done horrible things to people. He 

knows that he’s done horrible things and he struggles to admit that he is responsible and that he can’t blame his 

situation on everyone else. “It’s not easy facing up” to the truth sometimes, not even to yourself. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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No more will my green sea go turn a deeper blue 

I could not foresee this thing happening to you 

If I look hard enough into the setting sun 

My love will laugh with me before the morning comes 

*The line about no longer turning a deeper blue could represent Cole’s choice to turn away from anger. He has 

decided to try to help Alex, and even though Alex hates him and hurts him, he refuses to revert back to the angry 

boy he was. I think that the fourth line could also be Cole’s knowledge that if he is persistent and determined to help 

Alex, that it will pay off eventually. He just needs to be strong and then one day he will get through to Alex. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I see a red door and I want it painted black 

No colors anymore I want them to turn black 

I see the girls walk by dressed in their summer clothes 

I have to turn my head until my darkness goes 

*Repeat of first stanza 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I want to see your face painted black, black as night, black as coal 

I want to see the sun blotted out from the sky. 

I want to see it painted, painted, painted, painted black, yea 

* I think this stanza could represent Cole’s feelings about his dad and the abuse he suffered as a child. At the end of 

the book, Cole vows to make his dad accept responsibility for what he’s done. Cole’s mother has also come forward 

and admitted to what Cole went through from his father. His father will be painted black.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


